
mail
ifla@iflaonline.org 
web site
www.iflaonline.org 
cultural landscape committee 
www.iflaclc.org  

IFLA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President
Desiree Martinez
IFLA_President
@iflaonline.org

Secretary General  
Ilya MOCHALOV
 mochalov@alaros.ru

Vice-President European Region
Nigel THORNE
n.j.t@btinternet.com

Vice-President Asia/Pacific Region
Alan TITCHENER 
tma.titch@xtra.co.nz

Vice-President Americas Region
Carlos JANKILEVICH
carlos@tropicaintl.com

From The President    Desiree Martínez  2

UIA Agreement        2

Reflections on with work of
Architect and Landscape Architects  Carlos Jankilevich  3

Landscape+ Architecture   Mohammad Motallebi 5

IFLA 2012 World Congress   Bruce Eitzen   6

Landscapes in Transition   Paula Villagra   9

Walking the talk    Debbie Tikao     11
The Urban Beekeeping Buzz   Jane Rumble

Call For Articles EFLA Journal      16

Editor’s Note     Shirah Cahill   17

N E W S L E T T E R  
International Federation of Landscape Architects       
Fédération Internationale des Architectes Paysagistes              

Topic	 	 	 		 	 	 Author(s)																				 									Page

No. 98
A p r i l
2 0 1 2

Editor IFLA News
Shirah CAHILL
shirahcahill@yahoo.com Potential contributors please contact shirahcahill@yahoo.com

Deadline for articles (500-1000 words plus illustrations) last day of the preceding month

IFLA
 W I T H   A R C H I T E C T S

W O R K I N G



IFLA Newsletter Issue 98 April 2012

�

FROM THE PRESIDENT

It Is April once again and time to celebrate Land-
scape Architecture Month!

I personally had the opportunity to attend a Fo-
rum organized by the Le:Notre Institute, Vienna 
in Antalya Turkey, with the participation of ECLAS 
(European Council of Landscape Architecture 
Schools) and other diverse and multidisciplinary 
participants. 

The event focused on education, research and 
professional practice in Europe and was framed 
by the implementation of the European Land-
scape Convention. One of the final Keynotes, Ms. 
Magelonne Déjeant-Pons, head of the Cultural 
Heritage, Landscape and Spatial Planning Division 
of the Council of Europe, reported on the conven-
tion as a success story! This should encourage us all 
to continue contributing towards an International 
Landscape Convention (ILC) and get “Landscape” 
into the World Agenda. 

In March at the Habitat Urban Forum (HPF) meet-
ing in Paris, I had the opportunity to present the 
ILC. The HPF is an NGO committed to sustainable 
design and planning and who is partnered with 

UN-Habitat, UIA, ISOCARP, IFLA and others. The 
stars were in our favor and Mr. Francesco Banda-
rin, the Assistant General Director for Culture for 
UNESCO, kindly agreed to attend the HPF meeting 
in order to introduce the ILC. His presence opened 
up the opportunity to gain the vital support and 
contribution of UN-Habitat for the Convention.

The time is right for Landscape and still we must 
continue to work diligently!

With a big hug

Desiree

UIA and IFLA Renew and 
Reinforce Their Cooperation

March 12, 2012

On March 9th 2012, in Paris, Albert Dubler, Presi-
dent of the International Union of Architects (UIA) 
and Désirée Martinez Uriarte, President of the 
International Federation of Landscape Architects 
(IFLA) renewed and reinforced the memorandum 
of understanding between UIA and IFLA, signed in 
2006.

UIA and lFLA reaffirmed the specific character of 
each organization and the professional skills of 
their members and expressed the wish to pursue 
the promotion of architecture and landscape archi-
tecture as a means of highlighting the importance
of the environmental context as a quality factor for 
the well being of communities.

UIA and IFLA will encourage joint initiatives that 
correspond to the professional goals and
ambitions of their members.

UIA and IFLA will propose strategies, actions and 
recommendations that will be submitted to their 
respective councils with a view to the evolution of 
their collaboration. Each organization will invite 

Desiree Martinez at the HPF meeting in Paris with Christine Auclair, Ana Moreno, Fran-
cesco Bandarin (UNESCO), representatives from associations and members of the HPF
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its partner to be represented at events of common 
interest that they organize periodically.

Much to Gain and Nothing to Lose
Reflections the collaborative work of 
Architects and Landscape Architects

Carlos Jankilevich

After the Second World War and especially in the 
last three decades, our profession, Landscape Ar-
chitecture, has achieved recognition and a growing 
interest from the public, authorities and specialists 
from other professions. Land use planning, urban 
and regional planning, urban design and even 
private developers of projects at various scales as 
well as the individual homeowner, consider the 
presence of Landscape Architects to be a vital part 
of interdisciplinary teams and key advisors.

The vision of landscape architecture is recognized 
for its comprehensive nature, its ability to express 
and solve for environmental priorities, to protect 
vegetative cover as well as native species, its 
awareness of the cultural and historical identity of 
sites, and its consideration of and integration into 
the environment. The above illustrates manage-
ment issues and values traditionally assigned to 
landscape, such as scenic beauty, the handling of 

microclimates, the appropriate use and confor-
mation of the land, soil quality and the control of 
runoff and drainage. These aspects are considered 
simultaneously with site design as well as locating 
buildings and structures on the land, the develop-
ment of access routes and circulation with the goal 
of creating rich and perceptually interesting envi-
ronments. Through a better understanding of our 
“metier” (French for work or specialty) landscape 
architecture has been recognized for its partici-
pation and contribution in mitigating for climate 
change and implementing sustainable projects. 
Each day, our work in defense of the meaning of 
site and the conceptual framework of each project 
regarding formal desire, and more importantly 
the cultural relevance attached to the image of a 
particular place, resulting in an elevated interest 
in and enjoyment of the place by the public gains 
higher appreciation.

In spite of all that is stipulated above, among all 
of the professions that integrate to form an inter-
disciplinary team, it is perhaps the architect that 
maintains the inertia of more difficult times, visual-
izing the relationship between the architect and 
landscape architect in the 21st century as though 
we were still living in the past. When this is the 
case, the architect does not call on the landscape 
architect at the beginning of the project to form 
part of the team who will analyze the site in an 
integrated process in order to find a holistic design 

Successful integration of architects and landscape architects allows for comprehensive solutions and high aesthetic value

Architect Alvaro Sans (Spain) Landscape e Architect Carlos Jankilevich (Costa Rica) Architects Karín y Jessica Nagel, Landscape Architect Carlos Jankilevich (Costa Rica)
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solution, but rather at the beginning of construc-
tion, when the construction is well advanced or in 
the worst case scenario when the construction has 
already finished.

The similarity of approaches and sensibilities, the 
importance of aesthetics in the creative and imple-
mentation process, the persistence of the ideal 
of the universal architect, the Renaissance (in the 
style of Leonardo da Vinci) as a model even over-
valued by some sectors of the academy and the 
public can be seen as some of the reasons for this 
problem. This view is in opposition to the Archi-
tect who is open to dialogue and multidisciplinary 
work. Without a doubt the fact that this attitude of 
segregation still persists among both professions 
creates limitations in the processes of gestation 
and results in the impoverishment of project solu-
tions.

All landscape architects are in a small way garden-
ers and we accept without shame that in many cas-
es we are called to a project that is already finished 
to “shrub it up”. As a result, in some circumstances 
our role is to recommend species and see to it that 
they are planted. But it is unfortunate that much 
wealth and possibility is lost when our colleagues 
do not understand that we incorporate other di-
mensions and perspectives. Landscape architects 
may be slightly or greatly gardeners, but we are 

also planners, designers, ecologists, environmen-
talists, anthropologists and even communicators.

When the relationship between Architect and 
Landscape Architect is not positioned in its true 
light the problem permeates to engineers and 
is not limited to issues of design, plans or ideas 
but rather affects construction and the program-
ming and day-to-life day at the job site. When 
this occurs, infrastructure and civil engineering 
are prioritized over landscape architecture. In this 
situation, how is it possible to preserve important 
species or plant others at a large scale? How can 
you prevent and avoid soil contamination that can 
affect the adequate rainwater, drainage and solid 
waste management during construction? In spite 
of the above mentioned, it is expected that all fin-
ished works are inaugurated with well developed 
and completed green space. How is this possible 
when in projects that lasts years, landscape archi-
tects are incorporated during the ending stages of 
construction and application of finishes?

Fortunately, more and more the fundamental 
need for our presence as specialists on integrated 
teams from the time of analysis and design to the 
creation and monitoring of the work program is 
being recognized. Collaboration between architect 
and landscape architect is extremely fruitful when 
the work is reciprocal and the communication is 
intense and fluid.

One way to close the “gap” that persists as a result 
of inertia, prejudice and false conceptions, is to be-
gin  at the education level by allowing for multidis-
ciplinary experiences open to students of different 
specialties. Simultaneously, the implementation of 
joint seminars, the publication of articles in special-
ized journals and the fostering of communication 
aimed at raising awareness among developers, the 
public and authorities regarding the importance of 
working together is vital to the resolution of these 
problems. Without losing specificity or relevance, 
both professions, the Architect and the Landscape 
Architect must renew and revitalize each other ac-
cording to the needs and demands of a constantly 
changing society and world.

Architects Karín y Jessica Nagel, Landscape Architect Carlos Jankilevich (Costa Rica)
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Landscape Architecture = 
Landscape+ Architecture 
Is that true?

Mohammad Motallebi
President ISLAP

Most of the architects I have worked with believe 
that “Landscape architecture is the sum of land-
scape and architecture.” Therefore landscape 
architecture is not considered as an independent 
profession, but rather as a branch of architecture. 
The branch which has recently emerged from the 
old tree of architecture and can easily be 
neglected.

From my point of view “landscape architecture” 
goes beyond the sum of “landscape” and “archi-
tecture”. While having the word “architecture” in 
its title can relate our profession to architecture, 
in combination with the word “landscape” the 
meaning of “architecture” is also changed to some 
extent. The acceptance of this idea can assuage 
challenges inherent to the working relationship 
between architects and landscape architects. 

Considering the vast scope of different fields of 
knowledge and their close integration makes it 
impossible to define a clear boundary between 
landscape and landscape architecture, as it is 
impossible to separate landscape architecture 
from fields such as archeology, landscape ecology, 
historic geography and forestry among others. It 
is clear that landscape architecture is fed by three 
theoretical areas: delight, ecology and community. 
Architecture generally has little to do with ecology. 
So ecology is the distinction between architectural 
and landscape architectural theory.  Ecology is the 
factor which forms different synergies among the 
three aforementioned fields. Additionally ecology 
is a vast discipline, though most architects reduce 
it to “Green structures”! It should be noted that the 
importance of each of these 3 areas differs from 
one project to another, depending on the type of 
project. 

Due to the wide scope of knowledge central  to 
landscape architecture, the professionals in this 
field are multidimensional individuals with high 
levels of knowledge which is imperative to execut-
ing different types of projects. Such ability requires 
continuous effort; being up to date, and study-
ing the resource material of related fields. From 
my point of view a landscape architect can not be 
confined to the resource material of his discipline 
or he would be isolated from other related fields. A 
successful landscape architect is an open-minded 
pioneer who has knowledge about the nature, cul-
ture and art of the society within which he is living 
or working. 

Since an individual can not usually be an expert 
in all of these fields, most landscape architec-
ture projects are based on team work. The team 
includes not only different experts in the field of 
landscape architecture, but also expertise from 
other disciplines. 

Based on this fact, Maggie Roe  defines 3 key re-
quirements of landscape architects:

-   A greater understanding of the way landscape 
language is used in order to work with different 
disciplines.

-   Skill for conversation with other disciplines.

-  A greater recognition of the way design can fos-
ter communication in the landscape.

 

Architectural Project 
Dimensions: 

 
Cultural/Social 
Aesthetic 

 

 

Landscape        
Architecture Project 

Dimensions: 

                Natural 
Cultural/Social 

Aesthetic 

Landscape  Architecture and
 Architecture Projects Dimensions
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Architecture is one discipline that landscape archi-
tects deal with in different projects, nor more and 
no less. 

Reference:
Bell,s; Sarlov Herlin,I; Stiles,R; (2012) ‘Exploring the 
boundaries of landscape architecture’- Routledge- 
Great Britain.

IFLA 2012 WORLD CONGRESS
Bruce Eitzen

INTRODUCTION: Register Now Please for the 5 
through the 7 of September 2012

IFLA 2012 or IFLA 49 isn’t very far away now and 
will take place in the first week of September 2012 
in Cape Town, South Africa. By the time you read 
this it will only be four months away so please reg-
ister now! The web site is www.ifla2012.com and 
you will find there all of the information you need 
about the congress.

PLANNING: Keynote Speakers and Technical Tours

Most of the planning for the congress has now 
been completed and we are very excited about 
the way the congress has come together. We have 
confirmed excellent keynote speakers from abroad 
and from South Africa. These include Kathryn Gus-
tafson, Charles Waldheim, Chuck Hutchinson and 
Anthony Wain, as well as Graham Young and Clin-
ton Hindes who will be chairing summary sessions.

Our Technical Tours program is also confirmed and 
will be exploring the congress themes by visiting 
project sites and areas exemplary of Landscapes 
in Transition. The sessions and tours have been ar-
ranged around the theme and sub-themes of Natu-
ral Landscapes in Transition, Cultural Landscapes in 
Transition, and Urban Landscapes in Transition.

Cape Town is a thriving city with a wide variety of 
land uses and practices across the board, be it his-
torical, natural, cultural, urban, mountain, forest, 
industrial, park, township, beach – you name it, 
Cape Town probably has it. In recent years, large-
scale public upgrades related to the World Cup 
2010 Soccer tournament saw the construction and 
development of a major stadium and extensive 
park on a historic site at Green Point.

This was associated with a major road network and 
public transport upgrade,   the Bus Rapid Transport 
system (BRT). Other facilities and places that will 
be visited include historic wine farms, (some with 
modern developments and famous plant collec-
tions), the world famous Table Mountain National 
Park with its landscape-sensitive facility design and 
very successful restorations of previously danger-
ous township spaces.

ABSTRACTS: Now Closed

We have been thrilled with the response to our 
call for abstracts, which has recently closed. We 
received an overwhelming response with over 400 
abstracts submitted, many from highly respected 
academics and professionals. Thank you so much! 
This is quite a task now for our academic team to 

Cape Point
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sift through. Once the abstracts have been re-
viewed, the program will be carefully fine-tuned to 
ensure consistency in the sessions.

BOOK LAUNCH: South African Landscape 
Architecture

We are also very excited to be promoting the 
recently published compendium of South African 
Landscape Architecture, a coming-of-age of the 
profession in South Africa. There are two volumes: 
A Compendium and A Reader. These large full color 
volumes include a review of the last 25 years of 
award-winning projects and in-depth articles writ-
ten by well-known South African academics and 
practitioners.

VENUE: Cape Town City Hall

Choosing the right venue for the congress has 
been a difficult task but we finally settled on Cape 
Town’s Edwardian period City Hall. This historic 
building is centrally located adjacent to the famous 
Grand Parade, which in its day was on the shore 
of Table Bay and is currently a mile beyond the 
reclaimed Foreshore and Waterfront.

Nearby is the first colonial building in South Africa, 
the Castle, constructed in the mid-seventeenth 
century by the Dutch trading company, the VOC. 
This landmark building was the home of life at the 
Cape for over two centuries and is still a function-
ing military base. It is situated on the east side of 
the Grand Parade, the military and market center 
of the old port town.

Aerial photograph by Bruce Sutherland, City of Cape TownCape Town City Hall

Table Mountain View
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HOST CITY: Historical Cape Town in the Spring

The Institute for Landscape Architecture in South 
Africa (ILASA) has collaborated with the City of 
Cape Town as the host city of the IFLA 2012 49th 
World Congress. We are very proud to be able to 
host IFLA 2012 and know that Cape Town has more 
to offer the visitor than can possibly be experi-
enced in even several visits; from the historical city 
of Cape Town and surrounding cities of Simon’s 
Town, Stellenbosch and Franschhoek, to the 
nearby Constantia Wine Valley and the endless line 
of coast tracing its way around the stunning Penin-
sula.

We have so much to offer the visitor that you will 
be hard put to choose what to do and what to 
leave out. As Cape Town occurs in the world fa-
mous Fynbos biome and the nearby strandveld of 
the West Coast, we have chosen to invite you in 
spring so that you can enjoy our fabulous flora in 
full bloom. This is an incredible site and we hope 
that you will plan your visit to include pre and post 
tours in the region.

This is not to mention our two world heritage sites, 
Table Mountain National Park with its iconic north 
face that has to be seen from Blouberg Strand on 
your way to and from the West Coast Wild Flower 
Nature Reserve, if not visited itself in a ride up on 
its terrific cable car or down to the Peninsula to see 
the tip of Africa and the trail of two oceans meet-
ing below in stunning cliff views.

Nearby, and surrounding Cape Town, are the Cape 
Winelands, which stretch from False Bay through 
Stellenbosch and Franschhoek, into the interior of 

Green Point Common and the Biodiversity Garden

Kirstenbosch planting in the Springtime

Groot Constantia Wine Cellar
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the arid Small Karoo, Robertson and De Doorns, 
and down the Whale Coast to Hermanus. Wherever 
you go you will be subjected to a visual feast, an 
endless number of historic wine farms and count-
less local traditions and cuisine to choose from.

OTHER ACTIVITIES: Student Competition and 
Young Professionals Symposium

Various events and activities will also coincide with 
the IFLA 2012 Congress. These include the interna-
tional Student Competition and the Young Profes-
sionals Symposium. There are substantial prizes 

and awards for both of these events so please visit 
the web site and book your place to participate; 
you must register first. There will also be a special 
Welcoming Ceremony and a country extravaganza 
Farewell Dinner.

We look forward to seeing you in Cape Town in 
September; come early and see the spring flowers 
in late August, stay late, and tour the country. Re-
member the big five up at Kruger National, if not 
the Okavango Delta or Chobe National Park and 
Great Zimbabwe.

Yours sincerely and on behalf of the LOC

Bruce Eitzen 
IFLA 2012 LOC CHAIR

LET´S CELEBRATE LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE MONTH 2012!

Paula Villagra

LANDSCAPES IN TRANSITIONS
 is the topic of this year Landscape Architecture 
Month. This is also the topic of this year World Con-
gress in Cape Town, South Africa!

How?
Easy! We are interested in photographs and vid-
eos that show LANDSCAPES IN TRANSITIONS 
of everyday life. We are looking for informal and 
spontaneous landscapes in transitions made by 
communities or individuals which show how they 
deal with a changing world. Here is a text that can 
inspire you.

Township realty, flooding and litter but children still play

Street trading and town center development in Mitchells Plain



IFLA Newsletter Issue 98 April 2012

10

All landscapes are in various states of Transition, 
being changed by various forces and processes over 
time. Humankind inherited a world of natural pro-
cesses and forces which created the landscapes that 
people first inhabited. Through dynamic interaction 
people have altered their environment by cultural 
practices which have in turn themselves been fun-
damentally shaped by the particularities of that 
environment. Three often referred to categories of 
landscape which arise from the dynamic relationship 
between humans and their environment are 
natural-, cultural- and urban landscapes.

CATEGORIES
Natural Landscapes in Transitions
Cultural Landscapes in Transition
Urban Landscapes in Transitions

FORMAT
Each participant can send one image and/or video 
by category. In addition, please send us a short 
description of where the image was taken (in Eng-
lish). It is not compulsory to send material for all of 
the categories. 
Photos: 3MB (top)
Videos: HD 1920x1080 (1 minute top).

WHEN?
During the month of April 2012. The Month of 
Landscape Architecture!
Send us your material by email to the following ad-
dress: iflaphotovideocompetition@iflaonline.org

PRIZE?
The best five photos and videos will be presented 
at the World Congress in South Africa where 
you will receive a diploma of recognition for this 
achievement. In addition, we will publish the win-
ning photos and its credits on the IFLA WEB PAGE 
and in the IFLA NEWSLETTER that is distributed 
all over the word.

THE JURY
Desiree Martinez, IFLA President 
Carlos Jankilevich – IFLA Vicepresident Americas 
Region
Nigel Thorne – IFLA Vicepresident European Re-
gion
Philip Ngunjiri – IFLA Vicepresident Africa Region
Ilya Mochalov (Mr.) – IFLA Secretary General
John Easthope – IFLA Treasurer
Mr. Herman de Lange - President of the Institute 
for Landscape Architecture in South Africa (ILASA)
Christine Bavassa – IFLA Executive Secretary and 
Web Master
Paula Villagra – Chair Communication Committee 
of IFLA



IFLA Newsletter Issue 98 April 2012

11

Walking the talk
The Urban Beekeeping Buzz

Debbie Tikao & Jane Rumble
Natural Habitats

Albert Einstein once said: “If the bee disappears 
from the surface of the earth, man would have no 
more than four years to live. No more bees, no 
more pollination … no more men!” While there 
is dispute over whether the physicist made this 
claim, entomologists around today agree that the 
rapid and mysterious disappearance of bees poses 
serious problems for humanity.

SOME HARD FACTS: 
•   Bee populations around the world are in decline

•   Bees pollination service contributes $2 billion 
annually to NZ’s economy and directly underpins 
$12.5 billion  of export revenue from the horticul-
tural, arable, pastoral and beekeeping sectors

•   One in every three mouthfuls of food we eat is 
reliant on bees

•   The loss of honey bee populations in New 
Zealand will have detrimental effects on both the 
environment & our economy

•   Since October 2006, over 35% of the United 
States population of Western honey bees - billions 
of bees – simply flew from their hive homes and 
disappeared 

•   Honey bee populations are extinct in the wild

•   Without human intervention, wild hives are un-
able to survive long term 

•   Bees are disappearing for three reasons: Misuse 
of chemicals, Pests and Diseases, and Malnutrition 
due to lack of food from flowering plants

We find ourselves staring down the barrel of yet 
another potential environmental disaster.  As 
custodians of the environment we need to develop 
a holistic approach to all that we do.  When con-
sidering a strategy for the design of our parks and 
open spaces, urban centers, streets, commercial 
retail projects and so on, there are an increasing 
number of environmental factors that need to 
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be considered including;  Stormwater treatment, 
ground water recharge, permeable surfacing, en-
hancement of native biodiversity, future proofing 
against food scarcity, carbon sequestration, green 
corridors, wildlife habitat.  Now we need to add 
bees to this ever growing list.  However, there are a 
number of simple things we can do to improve the 
health and survival of bees.  Interestingly enough, 
many of these measures have other beneficial ef-
fects, linking directly back to some of those other 
environmental considerations.

WHAT WE CAN DO: 
•   Make our gardens, parks and streets more bee 
friendly:

 In order to produce 1 kg of honey, about 4 million 
flowers must be visited. A hive of bees must fly 
almost 90,000 kilometers in order to produce 500 
grams of honey.  A healthy hive can produce ap-
proximately 30kg of honey annually, but it’s impor-
tant to provide the food that bees need.

Refer to the ‘Urban Trees for Bees’ initiative, which 
uses scientific research to collate lists of plant 
species that provide essential proteins and miner-

als for bees. Flowers preferably should be simple 
“single” flowers, as they are easier for the bees 
to access and usually have more nectar. Interest-
ingly, bees can clearly recognize only four colors: 
yellow, blue-green, blue, and ultraviolet. Rather 
than creating an isolated ‘bee crop’, large clusters 
of plantings should be interspersed throughout 
garden beds and vegetables, creating a diverse en-
vironment. For best results plant flowers for each 
season.

Bee attractant trees, shrubs & flowers include: Tri-
folium repens (Clover), Lavandula angustifolia (lav-
ender), Rosmarinus officinalis (rosemary) , dahlias, 
sunflowers, poppies & thyme, Cordyline australis 
(cabbage tree), phormium tenax (harekeke, NZ 
flax), pittosporum spp (lemonwood), Metroside-
ros spp. (pohutukawa), Laurus nobilis (bay laurel), 
Knightia excelsa (rewarewa), Hebe spp. (koromiko) 
& fruit trees.

Certain plants contain nectar (and even some pol-
len) that is known to be mildly toxic to or poison-
ous to bees (and humans). Poisonous plants to be 
avoided include; rhododendrons, azaleas, Meli-
cope ternate (wharangi bush), passiflora, coriaria 
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arborea (tutu bush) & Koelreuteria paniculata 
(golden rain tree).

•   Install bee hives into your gardens, balconies, 
parks, commercial properties and rooftops.  Urban 
beekeeping can have profound and far-reaching 
benefits and dramatically increase the yield of fruit 
trees and flowering species. A healthy hive can 
produce up to 30kg of honey annually.

•   Maintain your hives
At Present, new hives that are unmaintained col-
lapse within 9 months and are much more likely to 
swarm. Swarming bees won’t overcome the nega-
tive stigma of bees and beekeeping in urban areas.  
Well-maintained hives have a much higher produc-
tion levels and survival rates. 

•   Insecticide control methods that do not affect 
beneficial insects    

Scientific evidence of the detrimental effects of 
systemic insecticides is accumulating worldwide. 
According to Baskett (2011) “Despite this evidence, 
each year we increase our dependence on these 
chemicals. Systemic means that they are absorbed 

into a plant’s system and permeate every part, 
including the pollen.” (p.21). 

Reducing the impact of pesticide on bees requires 
dialogue and co-operation between landscape 
architects & those responsible for landscape main-
tenance. 

The damage to bee populations is caused by a mix-
ture of toxicity and the amount of exposure to the 
compound, in addition to the mode of application.
There is a common assumption that organic pes-
ticides are harmless. However, both organic and 
chemical pesticides can be damaging, and both 
systemic and contact pesticides can harm or kill 
bees. If the active ingredient contains imidacloprid 
or clothiandin it should not be used at all.  

The timing of contact insecticide application is 
important. Crops that are in flower should not be 
sprayed unless it is absolutely necessary. If spray-
ing a crop that is in flower, spray during the eve-
ning when there will be less bee activity. Spraying 
methods also differ seasonally. Cold temperatures 
extend the length of time that insecticide lingers, 
while warmer temperatures break down the chem-



IFLA Newsletter Issue 98 April 2012

14

icals at a faster rate. Wind direction and speed also 
needs to be taken into account.

At present, an effective control measure to ensure 
a healthy bee population would head towards 
an organic, biological and IPM (Integrated Pests 
Managements) strategy. This strategy first consists 
of careful observation & diagnosis. The selected 
strategy uses the least toxic compound, in the 
most effective way in order to cause disruption to 
specific pests at the right time in their life cycle. 
The chosen insecticide would have the least nega-
tive effect to the bees. This approach would mean 
less or no inorganic chemicals at all. However, 
further research is required into IPM and its rela-
tion to bees.

Less toxic insecticides include Neem oil which is a 
natural fungicide/pesticide which works by inter-
fering at numerous stages of an insect’s life. Neem 
Oil will control any disease caused by fungus, and 
any insects with chewing mouth parts including; 

leaf roller, green looper, fruit worms. Trials done in 
New Zealand have demonstrated that Neem Oil 
can be effective in the control of caterpillars, mites, 
scale, whitefly and aphids.

Pyrethrum is a low-toxic, botanical contact insecti-
cide. Pyrethrum can only be used in dry conditions, 
and should be applied in the evening. Although the 
insecticide controls a wide variety of insect pests 
on vegetables, flowers and ornamentals, it is not 
completely harmless and should be used with care. 
Bacillus thuringiensis (B.t.) is a biological means 
of controlling pests but is mainly used in an en-
closed environment such as a glass house. There 
are several strains of B.T, each with specific toxicity 
to particular types of insects. This pesticide is not 
toxic to honeybees.

Insecticides are regarded as poisons and can have 
adverse effects on both people and the environ-
ment, it is important that correct precautions are 
used during pesticide application. 
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•   Plant bee friendly lawn:  Farmers go to a lot 
of trouble to foster the growth of clover in their 
pastures, in order to increase nitrogen levels in 
the soil to reduce the need for nitrogen fertilizers. 
However, within urban areas clover is considered a 
perennial weed due to its appearance as a patchy 
cover, and the abundance of flowers.  Clover flower 
heads are often visited by bees. Rye/clover lawns 
require little fertilizer, no pesticides & less need for 
mowing. Clover fills in gaps quickly, and competes 
well with weeds, thus reducing the need for her-
bicides. Clover remains green longer than grasses 
do, as it is particularly resistant to drought, and is a 
good alternative to traditional lawn mixes.
Let your lawn flower, mow less often, or even mix 
in some bee friendly flower seed to your clover / 
rye lawn (pasture).

WHAT WE’VE BEEN DOING: 
Natural Habitats have been working closely with 
Kim Kneijber the Auckland Beekeepers club presi-
dent and Maureen Maxwell who is responsible for 
Wild Forage and Bees Online.  

We are working to establish a strong collaborative 
initiative to encourage cross-disciplinary knowl-
edge sharing & dialogue. We are constantly re-
working our specifications to ensure that we are 
keeping in step with emerging bee research.
We’re also about to install an orchard park within 
the Stonefields development, Mt Wellington.  This 
will be the second park within this development 
with an orchard. However, the orchard in this park 
will be underplanted with a flowering meadow, 
consisting of 60% clover mix, 20% timothy grass 
and 20% bee friendly wildflower mix.  The mown 
lawn area will also have clover. We have designed 
many parks, streetscapes and private gardens with 
a variety of flowering trees and shrubs to encour-
age bees back into the urban environment. 

We have our own apiarist who is undertaking bee 
installation and maintenance. At the beginning of 
November, our apiarist installed two Langstroth 
beehives at our Ellerslie Head Office. The bees 
were supplied by a bee breeder in the form of two 
four frame nucs which consisted of a queen bee, 

baby bees in all stages of growth from eggs, larvae 
and pupa, and nurse bees who look after them. Ap-
proximately 8,000 other bees forage for nectar and 
pollen and carry out maintenance within the hive.

The hive installation inspired a re-design of the 
front garden at the head office, which included a 
mass planting of bee friendly plant species that 
were planted from seed. A large number of sun-
flower seeds and two types of Wildflower bee 
friendly mixes were planted around a new outdoor 
area. The wildflower mix includes species such as; 
Calendula, (English marigold), Centaurea (mixed 
cornflowers), Callistephus (china aster), Clarkia 
(farewell to Spring), Coreopsis (plains coreopsis), 
Cynoglossum (forget-me-not), Gaillardia (blanket 
flower), Gilia (globe gilia), Linum (blue linum). The 
staff enjoy sitting amongst the flowers and get to 
experience nature at work during break times. 

Although the hives have only been in place for a 
short time, the bee populations have expanded 
quickly. An interesting observation has been the 
large amount of pollen that has been collected 
and stored within the wax frames. This nutrient 
rich pollen is used as a food source for the grow-
ing brood, and also has many beneficial properties 
for people. Touted as the new super food; pollen, 
if harvested fresh, is much more nutritious than 
products available from health stores. Although 
the two hives are only ten meters apart, there is a 
distinct color variation between the hives. This is 
due to each hive selecting what they believe to be 
the most nutritious pollen and nectar sources for 
their hive. This differentiation is also apparent in 
the color, nutrient levels and taste of the harvested 
honey.

Contemporary practice is slowly seeing beehives 
transcend into the public realm and become both 
design features and characteristic traits of urban 
life. Bee-keeping will serve a range of benefits for 
biodiversity and the social agenda, with potential 
for educational experiences and public involve-
ment in the production of honey. 
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Call For Articles For The 2nd Issue 
Of The EFLA Journal

THEME. Adaptive Capacity Of Cities
DEADLINE. 11th of May 2012

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLE TO 
eflaonlinejournal@gmail.com

The EFLA Communication Group is happy to an-
nounce the call for articles for the 2nd thematic
issue of the EFLA Journal on the topic of: The 
Adaptive Capacity of Cities.

Adaptive capacity refers to creating flexibility that 
allows better adjustment to new contexts
and changing conditions in terms of behavior, val-
ues and orientations in order to effectively
live in a different environment without the signifi-
cant decline of crucial functions.

In the 21st century, with over half of the planet 
living in cities, in a world of interwoven financial, 
ecologic and social crises such challenges gain the 

highest possible relevance. Solutions in how to 
develop adaptive capacity to hyperurbanization, 
environmental degradation, globalization, social 
turmoil and resource scarcity are crucial issues for 
ensuring our survival.

The professions specializing in the built environ-
ment and landscape architects acting as the bridge 
between those disciplines, have a significant 
responsibility to offer innovative and sustain-
able solutions to design, plan and manage cities. 
By thematizing the adaptive capacity of cities 
and their character as complex conglomerates of 
social, ecologic and economic spheres, this issue 
being addressed in the EFLA Journal aims to offer 
perspectives on how developing adaptive capacity 
should influence the way we think, imagine, and 
design our cities. Can adaptive capacity help to 
mitigate the fatal projections and to create more 
resilient places?

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
• Word Count: 800-1400 words (a wide range is al-
lowed in order to accommodate different
article formats and a variety of topic types);

• Photos or illustrations: should be included at the 
time of submission. Photos should be in
color. saved as a .jpg or .tif file; high resolution of 
300 dpi or better; size 8 × 10 inches or larger.
Images must be submitted in separate files, not 
embedded in the article text. Please include an
informative caption for each image;

• References: we suggest the „Harvard system“ 
with the author’s surname and year of
publication cited in the text and the Reference list 
at the end of the article, e.g.:
“An effective structure is important” (Redman, 
2006, p.22)
Redman, P., 2006. Good essay writing: a social 
sciences guide. 3rd ed. London: Open University in 
assoc. with Sage.

• Author Information: a short biographical descrip-
tion of max. 100 words should be included at
the end of the article.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Dear readers, 

I am writing with a formal apology regarding the 
February issue of the IFLA Newsletter.  The article 
entitled Girona’s Stone Itinerary was credited to 
Paz González Marinas when the correct author was 
EMF, Estudi Martí Franch. Once again I apologize 
for this error and hope that all enjoyed the  issue.

Sincerely,

Shirah Cahill
Editor IFLA News


